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NSERC-Atlantic Regional Opportunities Fund

Guidelines

Overview
NSERC’s Regional Offices each administer a Regional Opportunities Fund (ROF) that can support regional events and activities related to the natural sciences and engineering. 

Applicants are requested to submit their application at least eight weeks in advance of the activity or event. Applications are evaluated individually on their merits.

The ROF typically provides funding for small to medium-size events and activities requiring $1,000 to $5,000. Exceptional or large-scale events and activities may also be considered. Please contact NSERC-Atlantic if you would like to discuss your event or activity before submitting an application.

In 2009-2010, the NSERC-Atlantic ROF will support applications that fall into one or more of the following categories:

· Activities or events that support the development of research collaborations (in natural sciences or engineering) between Atlantic post-secondary institutions and Canadian businesses.
· Activities or events that encourage Atlantic researchers in post-secondary institutions to apply to NSERC’s research partnerships programs (RPP) or the industrial scholarships programs.

· Activities or events that encourage Atlantic researchers in post-secondary institutions to bridge from Springboard Atlantic Proof of Concept Fund activities to the NSERC Idea to Innovation (I2I) program.
· Science or engineering research networking activities that have a pan-Atlantic reach and impact.
Eligible Expenses

· Meeting costs such as room rental, audiovisual equipment, catering, printing, and advertising.
· Travel costs such as car rental, airfare, accommodations, meals and incidentals. Travel costs must meet academic institution or organisation guidelines (and cannot be more than Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat allowances http://www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/pubs_pol/hrpubs/tbm_113/menu-travel-voyage-eng.asp).

· Other costs may be covered; please contact NSERC-Atlantic if you would like to discuss your activity.
Conditions
Applications must address one of the four priority areas outlined above.

NSERC-Atlantic cannot accept applications for projects that are eligible for funding under other existing NSERC programs (i.e. Discovery Grants or PromoScience).
NSERC-Atlantic cannot accept applications for recurring events and activities (i.e. annual conferences or meetings).
Applicants must ensure compliance with their institution or organization guidelines and procedures before submitting an application. Post-secondary applicants must also notify their Research Grants Office before submitting an application.

Please submit the Application for Funding electronically, where possible. The description of the event or activity should be no longer than two pages. The detailed budget clearly outlining how the NSERC funds will be used can be on an additional page. 

Evaluation Criteria
Applications should address the following points and show how your proposed activity/event meets the following criteria:

· How broad is the reach of the initiative? (Local, provincial, regional…)
· Who and how many people will attend? (University, college, industry, govt., public…)
· Is the initiative unique? (Not a recurring event)
· How will this event/activity lead to greater academic-industry research partnerships?

· How will this event/activity contribute to NSERC-Atlantic’s goal to increase applications to the research partnerships programs?

· How will this event/activity contribute to NSERC-Atlantic’s goal to increase the visibility of natural sciences and engineering in Atlantic Canada?

· Has a detailed, itemized budget been provided?

· What specifically will the NSERC funds be used for?
Please ensure that you respond to each of the points above in your activity/event description in the application form.

Reporting

If the funds awarded are not completely used for the event or activity, NSERC-Atlantic must be notified. Any uncommitted funds must be returned to NSERC by cheque payable to: “The Receiver General of Canada - NSERC” and sent to the attention of the Finance and Awards Administration Division (Linda Lacroix), 350 Albert Street, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 1H5.

After the event or activity, a Summary Report must be submitted to NSERC-Atlantic. The report form will be sent to the applicant along with the funding approval letter. Applicants are required to submit the Summary Report and attach any supporting documents no later than 60 days after the event or activity.

Sending the Application and Contact Information

Please send your completed application by:

E-mail (preferred method):  nserc-atlantic@nserc-crsng.gc.ca

Fax: (506) 854-7981

Regular Mail:

NSERC-Atlantic

100 des Aboiteaux Street, Suite 1300

Moncton, NB  E1A 7R1
If you require more information, please contact:
Catherine Vardy

Research and Innovation Development Officer

T: (506) 854-9423

Cécile LaPlante

Administrative Officer

T: (506) 854-8154

NSERC-Atlantic Regional Opportunities Fund (ROF)
Application for Funding

	Previous Applications

	Have you applied for any NSERC grant in the past (mark one with an ‘x’)? 
	No (     )     Yes (     )

	If ‘Yes’, please indicate your Personal Identification Number (PIN)
	

	Applicant Identification (please fill in the white spaces)

	Salutation (Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.): 
	First name (include middle initials):
	Family name: 

	
	
	

	Title:
	

	Organization:
	

	Street or P.O. Box:
	

	City, Province, Postal Code:
	

	Telephone:
	Fax:
	E-mail:

	
	
	

	Proposal Details

	Title of proposal:
	

	Start and end date of event/activity:
	Location of event/activity:
	Funds requested from NSERC:

	
	
	

	Payment Address Details
Bursar or Accounts Receivable information only required for payments to non-NSERC eligible institutions.

	Salutation (Dr./Mr./Mrs./Ms.): 
	First name (include middle initials): 
	Family name: 

	
	
	

	Title:
	

	Organization:
	

	Street or P.O. Box:
	

	City, Province, Postal Code:
	

	Telephone:
	Fax:
	E-mail:

	
	
	

	Signature (if not sent electronically)
	Date

	
	




Description of the Event or Activity

	Instructions

	1. Describe the event or activity - two pages maximum (use space provided below this table).

2. Attach a detailed budget of the event or activity.

	Other Funding Support Requested and/or Secured
Please list below other organisations (do not use acronyms) and funding amounts you have requested and/or secured:

	· 


[START HERE. Describe the event or activity - two pages maximum. A detailed budget of the event or activity must be attached].
For Administrative Use Only





Application ID Number: ________________
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