
Information Package for Springboard Atlantic Inc.  



Cognition LLP is an innovative law firm based in Toronto, Ottawa, Calgary and Atlantic Canada that has 
grown to over forty lawyers. We provide an ideal alternative to retaining a traditional law firm or hiring full-
time, in-house counsel.  

Cognition was founded to address the need for businesses to have access to legal resources that will gain 
intimate knowledge of such organizations’ respective operations, personnel and priorities. Our advantage 
over other law firms is that Cognition lawyers have proven experience as general corporate counsel and are 
capable of adapting to various organizational practices and genuinely understand how companies work from 
within.  We also provide our clients with the option of having our professionals work on site. This enables our 
lawyers to become better integrated with the business and legal issues facing that particular client on a day-
to-day basis and allows for a more pro-active legal role.  By vigilantly maintaining a low overhead cost 
structure and only using lawyers with at least partner-level experience, Cognition can provide high calibre 
legal advice and extremely compelling business cases. 

Our account management approach pairs our clients’ legal requirements with one lead lawyer who will 
personally perform the work without delegating to others and creating a “layer of lawyers”, and without training 
junior lawyers at our clients’ expense.  

Cognition has served in both the capacity of an in-house counsel handling the day-to-day commercial and 
corporate matters of its clients as well as supplementing or supplanting traditional outside counsel. Our 
services include information technology, mergers and acquisitions, financial services, intellectual property, 
contract drafting and interpretation, procurement, privacy, employment, regulatory matters, and commercial 
leasing. 

By working closely with our clients and being a de facto part of their legal teams, we provide more relevant 
and timely advice than a traditional firm. In reviewing our individual biographies, it will become evident that 
our lawyers have had long careers providing contextualized corporate and commercial legal services. Our 
lawyers have built successful careers at highly respected law firms (including Oslers, Stikeman Elliott, BLG, 
Blakes, McMillan, McCarthy Tétrault, Slaughter and May, Fraser Milner Casgrain, Stewart McKelvey and 
Gowlings) and also in-house corporate legal departments (at companies such as Bell Canada, Research in 
Motion, Home Depot, Canadian Tire, TD Bank Financial Group, Rogers Communications, McCain Foods 
and the CBC).  

Our lawyers would have no problem finding employment in private practice or as full-time in-house counsel; 
however, they choose to practice with Cognition because of the challenge, variety and unique value 
proposition that our business model offers.   



LEGAL INNOVATION

COMPETITIVE PRICING
EXPERIENCED LAWYERS

Cognition works with senior lawyers who have 
worked at major law firms and multinational 

companies. We vigilantly manage overhead costs 

and use technology to work more efficiently.

  

Experienced lawyers at reasonable rates – 

Cognition is innovating to save you money.  

COGNITION LLP

REPRESENTATIVE

CLIENTS

 Cognition’s team of over 40 
lawyers have an average of 14.3 
years of legal experience.They 

are former general counsel, 

partners and senior counsel who 

have the business acumen to 

understand your needs.

Addictive Tech 
 Crowdmatrix 
eBay 
Fibernetics Ventures 
Five Mobile 
JJR Capital 
Logic Software 
Lynx Equity 
Kobo 
McAfee 
Momentum Decisive Solutions 
Real Ventures 
Redknee Solutions 
Ringlet Media 
Rutter 
Sangoma Techonologies 
Sony 
Spara Capital Partners 
XMG Studio 

A LAW FIRM THAT FITS YOUR LEGAL BUDGET

LAW THAT WORKS FOR BUSINESS AND YOUR BOTTOM LINE

Cognition is a recognized Canadian 
pioneer of a new legal services delivery 
platform widely referred to as NewLaw. 

This unique model combined with 
Cognition's vigilance in maintaining a 

low overhead cost structure enables us 
to offer extremely compelling business 
cases that clients are hard pressed to 
have matched anywhere in Canada. 



Our Team's In-House Experience 



Our Team's 
Private Practice Experience
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McCain’s efforts in conceptualizing and 
implementing innovative alternative 
billing arrangements, analysing external 
legal spending, and negotiating rates 
and Master Retainer Agreements with 
each of its external service providers. 
He also played a leadership role on 
several global initiatives within McCain. 

Corporate Counsel  
At Greenarm, Tyler provided support to 
the executive team with respect to 
corporate/commercial matters, 
commercial and multi-unit residential 
real estate transactions, project 
management, leasing deals, governance 
issues and general advice relating to 
day to day business operations. 

Associate 
As a member of the Commercial Real 
Estate Group, Tyler assisted on 
numerous high value transactions. He 
was particularly involved in mortgage 
bond financing deals, commercial real 
estate transactions and leasing matters.  

Joseph L. Rotman School of 
  Management, University of Toronto, 
  M.B.A. (2014) 
St. Gallen University Switzerland, Global 

Executive M.B.A. (2014) 
University of New Brunswick, LL.B 
  (2002) 
University of New Brunswick, B.B.A. 
  (2000) 

Experienced lawyer with 
corporate/commercial, technology, 

international business and legal 
department operations expertise. 

Tyler is a business-savvy and practical 
lawyer focusing on the wide spectrum of 
matters typically confronted by 
corporate counsel, including: 
commercial, employment, technology, 
outsourcing, and legal operations 
matters. Tyler has been recognized with 
a number of national awards including 
for excellence and business / legal 
leadership by groups including the 
Canadian Corporate Counsel 
Association, the Canadian General 
Counsel Awards and the Rotman 
School of Management. 

Tyler’s clients include McCain Foods 
Limited (the world’s largest 
manufacturer of potato products) and 
Sabian Ltd. (the second largest cymbal 
manufacturer in the world). 

Counsel, Global Legal Operations 
During his tenure, Tyler was responsible 
for providing legal support to McCain 
and numerous subsidiary companies 
around the world where he provided 
advice with respect to business in more 
than 50 countries. Tyler provided 
corporate/commercial, procurement, 
litigation management, real estate and 
leasing advice. He also served as lead 
in-house counsel to McCain for its 
global technology needs. 

Tyler was responsible for assisting 
McCain’s CLO with the operations side 
of the global legal department, including 
managing McCain’s network of external 
law firms around the world. Tyler led  
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